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EDDY  COUNTY  FARMER  PULLS  THE  TRIGGER 


Most  all  people  have  a  good  aim  in  life,  but  some  of  thcnfiiil  to  pull  tho 
trigger.    Here's  a  farmer  in  Eddy  county,  Nov;  Mexico,  who  did  pull  &1Q  trigger,  and 
rr.de  it  pay  off. 

J.  R.  Cgden,  Vice- Chairman  of  the  Eddy  county  ACA,  says  that  Judson  Boyd,  Sr. 
is  this  "sure-fire"  farmer,  and  a  look  at  his  farm  in  southern  Eddy  county  will 
shov;  you  what  ho  means. 

Mr.  Boyd's  farm  lies  along  tho  foot  hills  of  tho  Guadalupe  Mountains.  His 
farm  "was  long  subject  to  overflows  from  the  flood  water  from  the  hills.    Mr.  Boyd 
bolicvos  in  teamwork,  so  in  1946  he  "hitched  tip"  with  the  ACP,  and  built  a  dike 
3,000  feet  long  and  3  feet  high  to  divert  flood  waters. 

Still  looking  for  improvements,  Mr.  Boyd  carried  out  two  other  practices  this 
year.    Ho  levelled  land  for  irrigation,  and  cemented  irrigation  ditches.  Those 
practices  wont  a  long  way  toward  consorting  water  by  stopping  ditch  seepage,  and 
distributing  water  more  evenly. 

Mr.  Boyd's  "aim"  and  teamwork  not  only  holpod  him,  but  helps  to  conscrvo  the 
soil  for  future  generations. 

Mr.  Ogdcn  says  that  many  farmers  in  Eddy  county  arc  using  the  Agricultural 
Conservation  Program  effectively  in  developing  an  efficient  farming  system,  based 
on  building  and  maintaining  the  soil.    Tho  many  practices  which  they  carry  cut 
each  year  are  resulting  in  increased  yields  in  cotton,  alfalfa  and  other  crops 
without  undermining  tho  soil. 
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COTTON  LOG SE3  gCPLAITO 

The  frequently  heard  statement  that  hail  is  about  the  only  cause  of  less  cf 
cotton  in  irrigated  counties  was  recently  discredited  by  review  of  the  losses  ex- 
perienced in  irrigated  counties  of  New  Mexico.     The  data,  gathered  from  fanners' 
reports  furnished  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  in  1945,  reveals  that  hail 
is  the  greatest  single  cause  of  loss,  but  indemnities  paid  out  by  the  corporation 
for  other  causes  far  outweigh  hail  indemnities. 

Gray  Barton,  IMA  Crop  Insurance  Specialist,  says  that  only  two  farms  in  Dona 
Ana  county  collected  indemnities  for  damage  by  hail  in  1940,  while  119  insured 
farms  suffered  losses  because  of  early  frost  in  that  same  year.    Over  in  Chaves 
county  the  picture  was  a  little  different,  73  farms  collected  for  hail  damage, 
while  91,  insured  under  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Program,  had  their  production 
lowered  by  hot  winds  and  inclement  weather.    In  Eddy  county  12  7  farms  were  affected 
by  lack  of  sufficient  irrigation  water,  43  were  damaged  by  hail  and  81  had  their 
production  lowered  by  heat  and  inclement  weather.    Primary  cause  of  losses  on  farms 
in  Sierra  county  was  early  frost.    Only  two  suffered  hail  damages. 

Add  up  all  these  facts,  Mr.  Barton  said,  and  you  will  realize  the  value  of  an 
oil-risk  crop  insurance,  which  offers  protection  not  only  against  hail,  but  against 
all  other  uncontrollable  hazards  which  the  farmer  faces  in  producing  cotton.  The 
Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  provides  an  all-risk  crop  insurance  that  gives 
the  farmer  this  overall  Protection t 

In  New  Mexn.cc,  1,294  cotton  farms  were  insured  under  this  program  in  194C,  and 
it  is  new  being  offered  xc  farmers  on  their  1917  cot  con  crop-.    Full  particulars  on 
the  rates  and  a.vouros  of  coverage  offered  may  be  obtained  at  local  county  ACA  of- 
fices. L:r*  Barton  pointed  out,  urging  farmers  to  take  advantage  of  the  Covermaent* s 
offer  to  assist  them  in  protecting  their  incomes* 

(MORE) 


-  3  - 

MO  'LASSES  COMING  FOR  RAT'GS  LIVESTOCK 
A  cargo  of  Cuban  blaok  strap  molasses  totaling  1,400,000  gallons  will  be  soli 
to  manufacturers  for  the  production  of  cubes  and  pellets  for  range  livestock  foed- 
ing.    The  Cuban  molasses  is  in  addition  to  a  shipment  of  1,400,000  gallons  of 
Puerto  Rican  black  strap  obtained  by  USDA  in  September  for  the  seme  purpose* 
Practically  all  of  the  Puerto  Rican  shipment  has  been  sold.    No  other  use  will  be 
considered  for  the  Cuban  molasses  because  of  the  small  quantity  available  for  dis- 
tribution and  the  urgent  need  for  protein  supplements  for  range  feeding. 

1947  POTATO  GOAL 

How  Mexico*  s  1947  Irish  potato  goal  has  been  established  at  4,900  acres, 
C.  V.  Hemphill,  State  Director  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration, 
announced  today*    This  compares  with  an  estimated  planted  acreage  of  5,000  acres 
this  year,  and  is  100  acres  loss  than    the  1946  Irish  potato  goal.     The  Agricultural 
Department  is  asking  for  greater  reductions  in  acreages  in  major  potato-producing 
States, 

The  ooming  year's  goal  will  be  divided  among  potato-producing  counties,  and 
individual  farm  goals  will  be  determined  by  county  ACA  committees  before  planting 
time. 

Mr*  Hem]  hill  said  that  only  farmers  who  plant  within  their  allotted  acreage 
goals  will  be  eligible  for  price  support  under  the  Department's  1947  Price  Support 
Fro  gram.     This  is  deemed  advisable  to  prevent  another  year  of  tremendous  over-pro- 
duction, using  fertilizer  that  is  badly  needed  for  other  crops,  and  taking  up  land 
that  could  be  used  for  bettor  purposes.     This  year  the  Government  purchased  large 
quantities  of  surplus  potatoes  which  had  to  be  diverted  to  industrial  uses  and 
livestock  feed* 
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SPUDS  GALORE 

Now  Mexico  is  all  sot  up  to  move  this  year's  record-breaking  Irish  potato  crop, 

Mr*  ,  chairman  of  the    county  ACA  committee,  said  today.  Local 

grocers  and  markets  are  well-stocked  with  high  qv-ality  Irish  potatoes  in  readiness 
for  the  nation-wide  campaign,  which  opened  November  7  by  the  U.  S,  Department  of 
^-rioulturo,  to  move  the  largest  fall  potato  crop  ever  harvested,  according  to 
It.  •     The  food  trade  has  been  asked  to  push  Irish  potatoes  in  the  coming 

wooks  as  a  part  of  the  national  campaign,  and  since  potatoes  are  plentiful  enough 
to  have  "bargain  appeal",  hnusowives  are  expected  to  make  the  biggest  run  on  spuds 
seen  in  recent  years* 

FARM  PRICE  INDEX  RISES 
Parity  compilations  by  US  DA  show  that  prices  received  by  farmers  jumped  30 
points  during  the  month  ending  October  15  —  to  2  73  percent  of  the  1910-14  average. 
At  the  same  time,  r>rices  paid  by  farmers  rose  7  points,  reaching  207  percent  of  the 
r.re-V/'orld  Viar  I  base  period* 

MEET  III  DECEI1ER 

A  national  garden  conference  to  make  plans  for  1947  has  boon  called  fcr  Decem- 
ber 5  and  6j  the  Department  of  Agriculture  announced.    " Gardens  for  Food,  Health 
and  Good  Living"  will  be  the  general  theme  of  the  conference  program.    The  program 
will  include  talks  on  domestic  and  world  food  situations  and  panel  discussions  on 
major  garden  and  horticultural  problems. 

FAkM  HETJS  SHORTS 

THE  1946  COTTON  CROP  in  Greece  is  estimated  at  48,000  bales  (of  478  pounds 

net),  compared  with  27,000  bales  in  1345  and  a  prewar  average  of  65,000  bales. 

******* 

THE  TIOHLE  COTTON  CROP  for  194G-47  will  be  next  smallest  to  last  year's  since 
1923-24,  U^DA  estimates.  The  22,050,000  bales  in  prospect  are  about  2  million  above 
last  year,  but  far  under  the  prewar  (1935-40)  average  of  30,875,000  bales. 
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